CANTO XIV

POEMS OF FOURTEEN YEESES
CCXLIY

Revata.

THIS Thera's verse has already been recorded in the first
Canto,1 where is incorporated the admonition to his sisters'
sons to be mindful Here are incorporated the verses he
published during his life in the Order. This is the point
of them: When he had won arahantship, he went from
time to time with the great Theras, Sariputta and the rest,
to visit the Master, and after staying for a while, returned
to the Acacia Wood, dwelling in the bliss of fruition won
and in the Sublime Moods.2 And thus he continued till
he was an aged man* Going thus one day to visit the
Buddha, he stayed not far from Savatthi in a forest. Now
the police came round on the track of thieves. The thieves
running by the Thera dropped their booty near him and ran*
And the police, running up, arrested the Thera, dragged
him before the king, and said: ' This, sire, is the thief!'
The king3 had him released, and asked him : ' Has your
r$verenc| committed this robbery or not? Then the
Thera, who had never from his birth done anything of the
sort, taught the Norm, by way of showing his incapacity
for such an act, in these verses:

1 XLIL Eevata is a brother of Sariputta, and hence a brother
of Upasena (CCSXXVIIL) and of Cuada (CXXXL). The summary
reference is in Dhammapala's own words. 3 See verse 286, *.

3 PasenSdi, King of Ko&la, was a warm lay-adherent, and was alive
in the Buddha's last years (Majjk, ii. 124). C/ the similar episode,
with a very different judge, on p. 109.
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